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News Briefs 

21st February 2017: The first delivery of EA-18G Growlers to the RAAF in Australia when A46-305, A46-306, A46-

307 and A46-308 touched down at Amberley RAAF Base. A 33 Sqn RAAF KC-30A provided support from the USA. 

Two of these aircraft then made their debut at the Avalon Air Show on the 28th February 2017. A46-306 pictured 

DOD 

 
¶ 21st February 2017: The RAN is currently withdrawing its fleet of S-70B-2 Seahawks and is offering 11 airframes 

and associated inventory for commercial sale. The Assets will be divided into Lots. 
¶ 28th February 2017: Just before 5:00pm on Monday, two RAAF F-35As, A35-001 and A35-002, landed at 

Amberley Air Force Base outside Brisbane, after flying the fifth generation fighters from their current home in 
the United States. 
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¶ 16th March 2017: From the third quarter of 2017, Air Affairs and Discovery will operate three Dassault/Dornier 
Alpha Jet aircraft on RAAF air defence training, Joint Terminal Attack Controller (JTAC) training for the Australian 
Army and anti-surface training for the RAN.  Air Affairs has provided training support, including aerial target 
towing and tactical flight mission services to the ADF since 2015, using seven modified Lear 35/36 aircraft 

¶ 27th March 2017: Schiebel  Camcopter S-100, one of two under contract to the RAN, crashed at the Beecroft Air 
Weapons Range 

 
¶ 30th March 2017: The RAAF has received its fifth C-27J Spartan battlefield airlifter, A34-004, at RAAF Base 

Richmond. A34-004 is the aircraft which sustained minor damage in a hard landing incident at Waco, Texas in 
May 2016 during a night training flight. 

¶ 20th April 2017: marked the first time that a Australian Army M777 and Mack 6x6 limber had been loaded on a 
RAAF C-17A.

 
¶ 1st May 2017: The US State Department has made a determination approving a possible Foreign Military Sale 

(FMS) to Australia for AGM-88B HARM anti-radiation missiles at a cost of $US137.6 million. up to 70 AGM-88B 
High Speed Anti-Radiation Missiles (HARM) Tactical Missiles; up to 40 AGM-88E Advanced Anti-Radiation Guided 
Missiles (AARGM) Tactical Missiles; up to 16 CATM-88B and 16 CATM-88E HARM Captive Air Training Missiles 
(CATM);up to 25 AGM-88B and 20 AGM-88E control sections; up to 25 AGM-88B and 20 AGM-88E guidance 
sections; up to 48 Telemetry/Flight Termination Systems; and US Government and contractor engineering, 
technical and logistics support services, and other associated support equipment and services. 



RAAF AIRCRAFT MARKINGS SINCE 1950 

SQUADRON MARKINGS ς PART 3 ς THE METEOR 

John Bennett 2017 

The first jet for the RAAF was a Meteor III, or F.3 (EE427/A77-1), which was delivered to the RAAF soon after the end 

of the Second World War in June 1946 for evaluation, jet experience and tropical trials by 1 Aircraft Performance 

Unit (1APU). But while this aircraft was lost in a crash at Darwin in May 1947, more jets were in the process of being 

acquired from UK. 1APU at Laverton took delivery of three Vampires (A78-1, 2 and 3) over the period 1947-49, and 

from 1951 Canberra bombers would be delivered.  

 
!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƧŜǘΣ Meteor F.3 A77-1 

 

Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ w!!CΩǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ aǳǎǘŀƴƎ ǳƴƛǘ ƛƴ ./hCΣ 77 Squadron, was preparing to return from 
WŀǇŀƴ ǘƻ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǎǘ ƛƴǾŀǎƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ {ƻǳǘƘ YƻǊŜŀΦ ттΩǎ aǳǎǘŀƴƎǎ 
began operations in June 1950 on ground attack strikes against North Korean ground forces. When Communist China 
entered the war that October, it was realised that the Mustang would be no contest in an aerial war against Russian-
supplied MiG-15s.  
 

¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ тт{vbΩǎ aǳǎǘŀƴƎǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ¦{ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ C-86 Sabre. Unfortunately, these 
were unavailable in the 1951 timeframe, and the only other jet option was the Meteor, which the UK made available 
for accelerated delivery from their own orders. The first Meteor F.8s began to reach RAF front-line squadrons in the 
second half of 1950,1 and on 10 DEC 1950 the RAAF order for 36 Meteors F.8s at the cost of about UKP 5m was 
announced.2 The stipulation was that deliveries from UK must be expedited, with the first twelve aircraft for delivery 
in 3-4 months.3 Indeed, this tight schedule was made with time to spare ς within two months the first consignment 
had been ferried from UK to Singapore, then shipped to Iwakuni, where 77SQN was supported by 91 Wing in Japan.  
 

!ƭƭ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ aŜǘŜƻǊ CΦуǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎƘƛǇǇŜŘ or ferried to Japan up to 1953, and ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ w!!CΩǎ 
91 Wing (491 Maintenance Squadron) for RAAF acceptance and training at Iwakuni. In mid-1951, 77SQN moved back 
to Korea, and would operate there, primarily at Kimpo, until 1954. All 93 RAAF Meteor F.8s (of the 94 ordered, plus 
four T.7 trainers) were delivered via Iwakuni for acceptance before combat duties in Korea.  
 

From contemporary photography of 77SQN Meteors in Korea over 1951-54, several modifications become obvious. 
Firstly, the AN/ARN-6 radio compass was added as a mandatory requirement for combat operations in 1951 ς this 
ΨƭƻƻǇΩ ŀƴǘŜƴƴŀ ƛǎ seen in a perspex fairing on the dorsal spine of the aircraft.4 In addition, aircraft were delivered 
with the initial ƴŀǊǊƻǿŜǊΣ ƻǊ Ψsmall boreΩΣ ƻǊ ΨƴŀǊǊƻǿ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜǊΩΣ intakes, but these began changing from late 1952 
when the 10cm-wider intake nacelles (to increase thrust and improve climb performance) were delivered in the third 
Meteor order.5 These broader intakes are associated with most of our WH and all WK RAF serial numbers as 
standard, with the required RAF Mod.1175 embodied on the production line, and the remainder as an upgrade when 
available. While many Meteors were then modified over 1953-54, many were not fully upgraded until being 
refurbished by 2 Aircraft Depot at Richmond before re-issue to 77SQN in Williamtown in 1955. The third 
modification is even more apparent, the fully transparent canopy which replaced the earlier metal rear hood.6 
Although some F.8s delivered in 1953 may have had the new canopy, the older aircraft in the fleet did not receive 
this upgrade until after the cessation of hostilities in July 1953. Subsequently, all aircraft were fitted with the 
improved bubble canopy at Kunsan in 1954 and in Australia in 1955.  



 
A77-15 at Iwakuni early 1951 soon after delivery, before addition of the dorsal radio compass loop antenna 

 
Colour Scheme ς Aluminium / ΨHigh Speed SilverΩ 
 

¢ƘŜ aŜǘŜƻǊΩǎ 'High Speed ΩSilver' was colloquial RAF shorthand for a painted aluminium finish applied using a fairly 
complex process laid down in 1949 by a high gloss finishing scheme to the Directorate of Technical Development 
(DTD) 772 specification.7 The aluminium paint required for the scheme was 'Finish, glossy aluminiumΩ (A.P1086 
stores reference Ψ33B/865'),8 which was made up of a mixture of aluminium and clear dope as a process for 
application to metal, wood and fabric over several coats of red dope, as a stabiliser and protection from UV light. 
High Speed Silver started off glossy, but faded to matt. 
 
National Markings 
 

While this instalment details primarily the markings of RAAF Meteors in Korea, four aircraft of different marks (one 
mark III or F.3, two T.7s, and a NF.11) were delivered for early assessment in Australia. A further three T.7 trainers 
were delivered to Australia in late 1955 for RAAF training duties, and a multitude were delivered for a number of 
weapons trials for the Weapons Research Establishment (WRE) at Woomera. Roundels were the standard RAF 3:2:1 
Type-D which had been introduced in May 1947:9 for early Meteors, the sizes were осέ ŘƛŀƳŜǘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǎŜƭŀƎŜΣ 
рпέ ǳǇǇŜǊ ǿƛƴƎΣ онέ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǿƛƴƎ10 ς smaller lower roundels were for RAF aircraft with serial numbers on the lower 
wing surfaces. The ex-RAF Meteors that had been supplied direct to Australia from UK came in a variety of markings. 
For instance, A77-1 (an F.3) was in w!C άǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ Řŀȅ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊέ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ hŎŜŀƴ DǊŜȅ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǊk Green with Type-C/C1 
and Type-B markings for the duration of its short RAAF career. A77-2 (T.7) and A77-3 (NF.11), both carried Type-D 
markings. A77-2 was overall aluminium like the F.8s. A77-3 appears to have been overall white, and then had red 
added when it conducted trials work at Woomera. 
 

The Meteors that were delivered directly from RAF stocks in UK to Iwakuni, Japan, were in ΨHigh Speed SilverΩ still 
with their RAF serials, and the overall aluminium finish accorded with the RAAF standard finishes and markings of 
aircraft policy introduced in 1948.11 ¢ƘŜ уέ w!C ǎŜǊƛŀƭǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ōȅ уέ w!!C ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΣ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ 
moving forward to Korea. RAF policy stated D-Type roundels ǿŜǊŜ осέ diameter, except mainplanes when 
specified.12 In the RAAFΣ ǘƘŜ w!C онέ ǳƴŘŜǊǿƛƴƎ ǊƻǳƴŘŜƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ōȅ осέΦ The fin flash on the Meteor F.8, 
ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƛƭǇƭŀƴŜΣ ǿŀǎ нуέ ƘƛƎƘ ŀƴŘ 24έ ǿƛŘŜ ς this varied with the mark of Meteor, for instance the T.7 
(with its ǎƘƻǊǘŜǊ CΦоκCΦп Ŧƛƴύ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŦƭŀǎƘ ƻƴƭȅ муέ Ƙƛgh. Colours of Type-D national markings had standardised from 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ άŘǳƭƭέ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎ ǘƻ the brighter glossy BS381C-110 Roundel Blue and BS381C-538 Post Office Red.13

 

 

 

 

 

A77-1 Type-C1                                 A77-1 Type-C                                  Silver Meteor Type-D                                 Type-D Fin Flash 



Serial Numbering 
 

With the Meteor having been allocated the RAAF group identifier A77, various deliveries received different series of 
Ψƭŀǎǘ ǘƘǊŜŜΩ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΣ ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ extant ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ǿŜǊŜ άŎƻƴǎŜŎǳǘƛǾŜέ ό!тт-1 to -4), 
ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛŜǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ǘƻ WŀǇŀƴ ŀƴŘ YƻǊŜŀ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜƭȅ άǎŎǊŀƳōƭŜŘέ for security, and then finally the last 
deliveries during мфрн ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άŎŜƴǘǳǊȅέ ōƭƻŎƪ ƴǳƳōŜǊƛƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ14 This meant that in accordance with the 
policy of FEB 1952, the trainers were re-serialled in a block from A77-701, and the later 1952 deliveries were 
numbered in a block from A77-851. These are summarised below.  

Serial Number Policy Aircraft Mark Details 

A77-1, -2, -3, -4 Consecutive F.3/T.7s/NF.11 Early deliveries to Aust from UK 1946-53 

A77-11 to A77-982 Scrambled F.8 57 Korean deliveries 1951-52 

A77-701/-707 
 

Century 
 

T.7 
 
 

Four originally scrambled, T.7 del 1951-52 
(policy changed FEB 1952), three more 
deliveries direct to Aust in 1955 

A77-851/-886 Century F.8 Final 36, delivered from AUG 1952 

Existing A77 serial  Scrambled and century U.21A Modified F.8 to U.21A over 1961-63 

 
A77-982 at Iwakuni early 1951 ς with underwing drop tanks, not carried on ground attack missions 

Squadron Markings 

No specific 77SQN unit markings were applied to RAAF Meteors in Korea. However, individual nose art proliferated, 
and examples are provided in this article. On return to Australia, 77SQN provided the 78 Wing formation team with 
green/white check markings in 1956, and the 75SQN άaŜǘŜƻǊƛǘŜǎέ team later that year with bright blue markings. 
Unlike the Citizen Air Force Vampire fighters, the CAF units equipped with Meteors ς both 22 and 23SQNs ς 
maintained unadorned overall aluminium F.8s and T.7s, apart from a small unit badge (crest) on the nose. When 
22SQN, like other CAF units, ceased flying in 1960, three of its Meteors were transferred to 38SQN at Richmond ς 
F.8s A77-157 and -193, and T.7 A77-702 ς which featured a stylised red cheat line along the length of the fuselage. 
 

Unmanned Meteors 

The unmanned U.15/U.16/U.21 drone modified aircraft carried high visibility red and white overall schemes. To test 
new weapons, a high performance aerial target was required for missile development, and this role was tasked to 
the Meteor (and later the Canberra). The differences of models were: 
  U.15  ς  A total of 94 Meteor F.4s were converted to the target role under the designation U.15: 20 of these were 
delivered to the RAF at Llanbedr in Wales, the remainder to WRE in Australia.  
  U.16  ς  As the number of U.15s decreased, 91 ex-RAF Meteor F.8s were modified with a similar equipment fit as 
the Meteor U.16 (later changed to D.16).15  
  U.21  ς  Further ex-RAF F.8s were modified for use at WRE Woomera with specific equipment as the U.2116 
  U.21A  ς  In Australia, 15 ex-RAAF A77-numbered aircraft were modified by Fairey Aviation at Bankstown with kits 
supplied from Flight Refuelling in UK over the early 1960s, designated the U.21A.17 

While the U.16 and U.21 looked similar, the significant difference was the latter had electronic telemetry equipment 
specific to WRE at Woomera; the U.16 (being an ex-RAF F.8) if upgraded with specific telemetry became a U.21, but 
when converted from an ex-RAAF όΨ!ттΩύ F.8, it was a U.21A.  



A77-1 /  EE427 METEOR F.3 

 

Camouflage colours for A77-1 were RAF άstandard day fighterέ colours of Ocean Grey and Dark Green, with the 

lighter Medium Sea Grey undersides.18 ¢ƘŜ муέ (45.72cm) fighter band around the rear fuselage was Sky. Standard 

ŦǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ǊƻǳƴŘŜƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ осέ (91.44cm) diameter Type-/м όǿƘƛǘŜ ōŜƛƴƎ нέ ǿƛŘŜύΤ ǳƴŘŜǊǿƛƴƎ ǊƻǳƴŘŜƭǎ онέ (81.28cm) 

diameter Type-C; overwing were 5пέ (137.16cm) diameter Type-C. Type-/ Ŧƛƴ ŦƭŀǎƘ ǿŀǎ нпέ (60.96cm) wide (white 

strip was нέ ǿƛŘŜ) and 1уέ ƘƛƎƘ.19  

 

 
Ocean Grey 

33B/681 

 
Dark Green 

33B/677 

 
Medium Sea Grey 

33B/679 

A77-1 was delivered to the RAAF as EE427 on 7 JUN 1946 for trials by 1 Aircraft Performance Unit (1APU) at 

Laverton, and carried both these serial numbers during its RAAF service. Used for evaluation assessments and 

tropical trials, A77-1 suffered a heavy landing at Darwin on 14 FEB 1947, to be written-off and broken up on 21 

MAY  1947. A short RAAF career, but it is unique as our first jet and our sole Meteor F.3. The RAF Standard Aircraft 

Colours 1939-1945 are in accordance with the UK Ministry of Aircraft Production (MAP) specified by name, and 

directed by Air Publication A.P.2656A of OCT 194420 ς before the introduction of Air Publication A.P.1086 stores 

identification 33B/ numbering in 1948, and later the British Standard BS381C.21 



A77-2 /  VW410 METEOR T.7 

 

A77-2, the first production T.7, was delivered to the RAAF as VW410 on 9 NOV 1951 and retained both serial 

numbers. Colour scheme for A77-2 was the same as the RAAF F.8s serving in Korea with 77SQN, which had become 

the RAF standard day fighter colour in 1949 of overall aluminium ΨHigh Speed SilverΩΦ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ǊƻǳƴŘŜƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ осέ 

diameter Type-D; and the Type-5 Ŧƛƴ ŦƭŀǎƘ ǿŀǎ нпέ ǿƛŘŜ (ŜŀŎƘ ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ōŜƛƴƎ уέ ǿƛŘŜ), but with the short F.3/T.7 fin 

ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ муέ ƘƛƎƘ. Previously, marking and roundel colours had been referred to by name, but now had identifiers. 

 

 

Aluminium ΨHigh Speed SilverΩ 

A.P.1086 33B/ 865 

 

Roundel Blue 22 

BS381C-110 

 

Post Office (Roundel) Red 

BS381C-538 

A77-2 served at Laverton with 1APU, and crashed on 28 SEP 1956 near Woomera at EvettΩs Field,23 and  was struck 

off charge on 6 MAR 1957. In addition, a second T.7 was delivered as A77-4 in 1953. 

A77-3 /  WM262 METEOR NF.11 

A77-3 was a Meteor NF.11 received from the UK as WM262 on 25 AUG 1953 and 1AD Laverton commenced 

assembly the following month. In DEC 1953 A77-3 was delivered to 1APU Trials Flight (which became Air Trials Unit) 

for Blue Boar missile trials, to be again renumbered WM262 in MAY 1955. It crashed and was destroyed by fire on 

take-off at Mallala on 16 SEP 1955.24   

 



Delivery of Meteors to Korea 
 
!ǎ ƴƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƧŜǘ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ тт{vbΩǎ aǳǎǘŀƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ YƻǊŜŀΣ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ 
Government accepted RAAF advice so that 36 Meteor F.8s and two T.7 trainers were ordered for delivery in early 
1951.25 The first shipment of Meteors via Singapore was received at Iwakuni in FEB 1951, and 77SQN suspended 
Mustang operations in Korea in APR 1951 to return to Iwakuni for re-equipment. All 93 RAAF Meteor F.8s (of 94 
ordered26) were delivered under three contracted indent orders over 1951 and 1953. 

 
New A77-982 with Mustang A68-709 at Pusan in early 1951, one of the first Meteor visits to Korea ς this shows 
how the same rectangular stencil serial number style on both Mustangs and Meteors (unique to 91 Wing at 
Iwakuni) 
 
1st order (O.I.3276), initial delivery - FEB 1951 

The first batch of Meteors was to comprise 36 F.8s and two T.7s, but there had been a mishap in delivery. To achieve 
the quick delivery required, aircraft were flown out from UK to Singapore, then shipped as deck cargo up to Iwakuni 
ς the first delivery was to comprise 16 F.8s and two T.7s, which would then be followed by the remaining 20 F.8s 
over the next months. First delivery was on 21 FEB 1951 when the light carrier HMS Warrior arrived off Iwakuni, but 
there were only 15 Meteor F.8s and the two trainers.27 On the long ferry from UK during February 1951, one F.8 ς 
WA935 which had been allocated the RAAF number A77-300 ς disappeared over the Persian Gulf.28   

 
1st order, later deliveries ς MAR-MAY 1951 

The additional deliveries of the remaining 20 F.8 aircraft continued to be ferried to Singapore from UK. On 23 MAR 
1951, ten arrived at Iwakuni aboard HMS Unicorn, with a further ten in MAY 1951 ς which concluded 1951 
deliveries. Presumably financial accounting should later have picked up the undelivered contracted F.8. The table 
below provides details of this first batch, and the later Meteor orders. 

 
Iwakuni line-up of 19 Meteors JUN 1951 (visible are A77-305, -911 and -744) ς before the loop antenna mod 



77 SQUADRON ς FIRST METEOR ORDER 

. 

 

 

The letter from the PM of 7 DEC 1950 regarding the acquisition of 36 Meteor F.8 fighters and four T.7 trainers. The 
first order (O.I.3276) would in fact be for only two T.7s initially ς with a further two on the second Meteor order in 
1951 (O.I.3412). National Archives of Australia 4639/236/27  



Order Indent Delivery Sequence RAAF Serials RAF Serials Details 

1stςO.I.3276 1st delivery 15 F.8 and 
two T.7 delivered by 
HMS Warrior 21FEB51 

Sequence  F.8 
numbers allocated: 
A77-911, 373, 446, 
735, 741, 163, 616, 
744, 29, 811, 740, 982, 
728, 368, 730, 300* 
T.7 A77-229, 305 

WA782 / WA956 
 
 
 
 
 

WA731/WA732 

36 F.8s ordered, but only 35 
delivered as *A77-300 lost in 
Persian Gulf on ferry UK to 
Singapore; plus two T.7s.  

2nd delivery six F.8 HMS 
Unicorn 23MAR51 

A77-231, 128, 15, 189, 
251, 139   

WA944 / WE911 

3rd delivery 10 F.8 
MAY51 

A77-949, 734, 959, 
721, 726, 597, 559, 
464, 385, 354  

WA907 / WE918 

4th delivery four F.8 
HMS Unicorn 17JUL51 

A77-17, 510, 316, 31 WA694 / WE905 

2ndςO.I.3412 1st delivery two T.7 on 
SS Glenelg 22JAN52 

T.7 A77-380, 577 WG974/WG977 22 F.8s ordered [running F.8 
total delivered 57] and two 
more T.7s. 
A77-397 delayed on ferry 
through Burma, not received 
until MAY. 

8 HMS Unicorn FEB52, 
remainder staggered 
MAR52-APR52 via Ben 
Line merchant shipping 

Between A77-11 and 
A77-953 [E/E.88 do 
not specify order of 
allocation] 

WA998/WE/WF 
to WH475 

3rdςO.I.3659 1st delivery 18 F.8 by 
HMS Unicorn 22AUG52 

A77-851 / A77-868 
ŎƻƴǎŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ΨŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΩ 
block numbers 

WH405/WK735 36 F.8s ordered [running F.8 
total delivered 93]. 
From FEB 1952, ΨǎŎǊŀƳōƭŜŘΩ 
numbers policy ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ōȅ Ψ-
уллΩ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΦ 

2nd delivery 18 F.8 by 
British Ben Line JAN 
toOCT53 

A77-869 / A77-886 
ŎƻƴǎŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ΨŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΩ 
block numbers 

WK727/WK973 

Australian Meteors were unique in being fitted with the ARN-6 radio compass loop antenna in a clear housing on the 
fuselage spine.29 The delay in obtaining this equipment for fitting at Iwakuni30 meant that restrictions were deemed 
necessary, to finally allow operations to commence in JUL 1951 ς this required at least one aircraft in each formation 
to have a radio compass fitted with a mandated weather minima (i.e. airfield cloud base and visibility).31 Soon after 
commencing training on the Meteor at Iwakuni, the Commander of the US Fifth Air Force, MAJ GEN Partridge, flew 
ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢Φт ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ CΦу ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘΩǎ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƻōǎƻƭŜǎŎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Meteor was recognised, he considered that by working in conjunction with the F-86 Sabres of the 4th Fighter Wing 
ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ aŜǘŜƻǊ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƛǊ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƻǊƛǘȅέΦ32 

тт{vbΩǎ aŜǘŜƻǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀǘ YƛƳǇƻ (K.14) on 25JUL51, and flew their first operation on the 29JUL on fighter 
sweeps in protection of fighter bombers and escorting bombers.33 !ƛǊ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ǘŀǎƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ άaƛD !ƭƭŜȅέ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ aƛD-15s 
(flown by Chinese and later established against Russian pilots) soon showed that the Meteor was no match in 
combat for the agile Russian fighter ς it was hopelessly outclassed at high altitude in the air-to-air role as the MiG 
was superior in speed, rate of climb and manoeuvrability.34 Meteor operations were subsequently restricted to 
bomber and reconnaissance escort and by DEC 1951 largely nugatory runway alert for airfield defence, with no 
fighter sweeps over North Korea.35 A change in the role from JAN 1952 saw the Meteors tasked with rockets for 
interdiction and against other ground attack targets, and from MAY 1952 was again tasked with low level protective 
fighter sweeps.36  

 
A77-258 1952 ς at Kimpo with smaller diameter engine intakes, early metal rear canopy and dorsal antenna 


