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News Briefs

21stFebruary 2017The first delivery of EA8G Growlers to the RAAF in Australia when-3@%, A46306, A46

307 and A4608 touched dowrat Amberley RAAF Base. A 33 Sqn RAABK@rovided support &m the USA.
Two of these aircraft then made their debut at the Avalon Air Show on the 28th FebruaryA28306 pictured
DOD

—

ﬂ 21st February 2017The RAN is currently withdrawing its fleet eT@2 Seahawks and is offering 11 airframes
and associated inventory for commercial sale. The Assgiitbe divided into Lots

ﬂ 28th February 2017Just before 5:00pm on Mondaywo RAAFF35As, A35001 and A5-002, landedat
Amberley Air Force Base outside Brisbane, after flying the fifth generation fighters from their current home ir
the United States.
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1 16th March 2017From the third quarter of 2017, Air Affairs and Discovery will operate three DassaultéD
Alpha Jet aircraft on RAAF air defence training, Joint Terminal Attack Controller (JTAC) training for the Australi
Army and antisurface training for the RANAIr Affairs has provided training support, including aerial target
towing and tacticaflight mission services to the ADF since 2015, using seven modified Lear 35/36 aircraft

1 27th March 2017 SchiebelCamcopter 400, one of two under contract to the RAN, crashed at Bezcroft Air
Weapons Range

1 30th March 2017:The RAAF has received fith G27J Spartan battlefield airlifterA34004, at RAAF Base
Richmond. A34904 is the aircraft which sustained minor damage in a hard landing incident at Waco, Texas ir
May 2016 during a night training flight.

1 20th April 2017:marked the first timethat a Australian Army M77and Mack 6x6 limbehad been loaded on a
RAAF arvAa

1 1st May 2017:The US State Department has made a determination approving a possible Foreign Military Sal
(FMS) to Australia for AGBBB HARM antiadiation missiles at a cosf $US137.6 milliorup to 70 AGM38B
High Speed AntRadiation Missiles (HARM) Tactical Missiles; up to 40-8&MAdvanced AnRadiation Guided
Missiles (AARGM) Tactical Missiles; up to 16 C8dBland 16 CATHE8E HARM Captive Air Training Missiles
(CATM);up to 25 AGM8B and 20 AGMS8E control sections; up to 25 AG8B and 20 AGMS8E guidance
sections; up to 48 Telemetry/Flight Termination Systems; and US Government and contractor engineering
technical and logistics support services, and other dasatt support equipment and services.



RAAF AIRCRAFT MARKINGS SINCE 1950

SQUADRON MARKINGBART & THEMETEOR
John Bennett 2017

The firstjet for the RAAF was Meteor lll, or F.8EE427/A74L), which was delivered to the RAAGoN after the end

of the Scond World Wain June 1946 for evaluation, jet experience and tropical trials by 1 Aircraft Performance
Unit (1APU)But while this aircraftwas lost in arash at Darwin in May 194ihore jets werein the process obeing
acquired from UK1LAPUat Laveton took deliveryof three Vampires (A#&, 2 and3) over the period 19449, and

from 1951 Canberra bombers would be delivered
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began operations idune 19500n ground attack strikes against North Korean ground forces. When Communist China
entered the war thatOctdber, it was realised that the Mustang would be no contest in an aerialagamstRussian
supplied MiG15s.

¢KS LINSEFSNNBR OK2A0S G2 NBLX I OS 71 71 {86 Babréd Urdoduingielyyifese &
were unavailable in the 1951 timeframe, and the only otjgoption was the Meteor, which the UK made available

for accelerated delivery frortheir own orders. The first Meteor F.8s began to reach RAF-firmmtsquadrons in the
second half of 1956.and on 10 DEC 1950 the RAAF order for 36 Meteors F.8s at the cost of about UKP 5m wi
announced. The stipulation was that deliveries from ustbe expedited, with the first twelve aircraft for delivery

in 3-4 months?® Indeed, this tight schedule was made with time to spangithin two months the first consignment

had beerferried from UKto Singapore, then shipped Iwakunj where 77SQNvassupported by 91 Wingn Japan.

PEf 2F 1 dzZa0NI Al Qa eaofférre@dNIapanup to 195Bndias Rdzio B & K A LIMWS IR NS R
91 Wing(491 Maintenance Squadrofr RAAF acceptan@ndtrainingat lwakuni In mid1951, 77SQNnovedback

to Korea,and would operate thereprimarily at Kimpqg until 1954 All 93 RAAF Meteor F.8% the 94 ordered, plus

four T.7 trainers) were delivered via Iwakboi acceptance beforeombat dutiesn Korea

From contemporary photography Gi77SQNMeteorsin Korea over 19554, severalmodifications become obvious.
Firstly,the AN/ARNG radio compassvas addedas a mandatory requirement for combat operations in 1@5this
Wi 2 2 LIQ IseéiirSaypgrspexAadringn the dorsal spine of the airaft.* In addition,aircraft were delivered
with the initial y I NNE2 ¢ Snidlbbore®NJ 2WJ Wy | NNdakes BulNtBebeibdghblidngng from late 1952
whenthe 10cmwider intake nacelleqto increase thrusand improve climb performangavere deliveredn the third
Meteor order.” Thesebroader intakes areassociated withmost of our WH andall WK RAFserial numbers as
standard with the requiredRARMo0d.1175 embodieen the production lineand the remaindeas an upgradavhen
available.While many Meteors werdghen modified over 193-54, many werenot fully upgraded until being
refurbished by 2 Aircraft Depot at Richmond beforeiggue to 77SQN in Wiliidown in 1955. The third
modification is even more apparent, the fully transparecanopy which replaced the earlier metal rear hdod
Althoughsome F.8s delived in 1953 may have hatle new canopy, the older aircraft in the fledid not receive
this upgrade until after the cessation of hostilities in July 1953. Subsequgeatlyaircaft were fitted with the
improved bubble canopgt Kunsan in 1954 and Australia in 1955.
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A77-15at lwakuni early B51 soon after deliverypefore additioh of thedorsalradio compasstodp antenna

Colour Scheme Aluminium / High Speed SilveX

¢ KS a S'HighSpebdilver' was colloquial RAF shorthand for a painted aluminium finish applied using a fairly
complex proces$aid downin 1949by a high gloss finishing scheme ttee Directorate of Technical Development
(DTD) 772 specification” The aluminium paint required for the scheme was 'Finish, glossy alun@gAuR1086
stores reference83B/865),° which was made up of a mixture of aluminium and clear degea process for
applicationto metal, wood and fabricover several coats of redape, as a stabiliser and protection from UV light.
High Speed Silver started off glossy, but faded to matt.

National Markings

While this instalment detailprimarily the markings of RAAF Meteors in Korayr aircraft of different marks (one

mark 1l or F.3two T.75, and a NF.11) were delivered for early assessment in Australia. A further three T.7 trainers
were delivered to Australia in late 1955 for RAAF training duties, and a multitude were delivered for a number o
weapons trials for the Weaps Research EstablishmghiVRERt Woomera.Roundels were the standaiRAFR3:2:1
Type-D which had been introduced in May 1947or early Meteors, the sizes weec ¢ RA I YSGSNI 2y
pné dzLILISNI ¢ Ay HE smalierdlowelzybinB8aNders fbryRAF aircraftvith serial numbers on the lower
wing surfacesThe exRAF Meteors that had been supplied direct to Australia from UK came in a variety of markings
For instanceA77-1 (an F.3wasinw! C a &0l yRIF NR RI & FA3KUG SkNGteenQOBH Tpe2lCE 2 7
and TypeB markings for the duration of its short RAAF career-A{Y.7) and A73 (NF.11), both carried Tyq2
markings A77-2 was overall aluminium like the F.8s. A¥ appears to have been overall white, and then had red
added vhen itconductedtrials work at Woomera.

The Meteors that were delivered directly from RAF stocks in UK to Ilwakuni, Japan, Wéighispeed Silvestill

with their RAF serials, and the overall aluminifimish accorded with the RAAF standard finisteesl markings of
aircraft policy introduced in 1948¢ KS y ¢ w! C &SNA I £ & ydzYoSN&E 6SNB NBLX
moving forward to KoreaRAF policy stated-Type roundes ¢ S NB dianceter, except mainplanes when
specified?Inthe RAAE G KS w! C oHé¢ dzy RSNBAYy A THE furflaRiSdn dhe Meebidd.8,NB
YIEN] SR F02@S GKS (I REZ LK WSEried with theinyadk oletedd, Ror imsidriRe the T.7
(withitsda K2 NIl SNJ Cdok Cdn T Agly. Golodtd oR Typd® natibnial Inkrking yiad standediséd frami

0 KS LINB JA 2 dza thé bRiglterigléssyBsB81el HzRGundél Bluand BS381638Post Office Retf

A77-1 TypeCl A77-1 TypeC Silver MeteorTypeD TypeD Fin Flash




Serial Numbering

With the Meteor having been allocated tliRAAFroupidentifier A77, various deliveries received different series of
Wil ald O0KNBSQ ydzYy ®8aNhR { ROBISYRAVES2YIAYR® ¢KS FRNB)I | )
0KSYy GKS RStAOGSNASa RANBOG G2 WilotdeglritylagdRhenYfigalyShe lagt S NE
deliveriesduringmcpp H 6 SNB Ay (G KS & OSy i 4N éneant fthat(nl accyrdaivee &itdkhyg 3
policy of FEB 1952, the trainers wereserialled in a block from A7701, and the later 1952 deliveriesere

numbered in a block from A7851.These are summarised below.

Serial Number Policy Aircraft Mark Details

ATT1,-2,-3,-4 Consecutive F.3/T.ANF.11 | Early deliverieso Austfrom UK 19463

A77-11to A77-982 Scrambled F.8 57 Korean deliverie4951-52

A77-701/-707 Century T.7 Four aiginally scrambled, T.7 del 1952
(policy changed FEB 1953jiree more
deliveriesdirectto Aust in 1955

A77-851/-886 Century F.8 Final 36, delivered from AUG 1952

Existing A77 serial Scrambled and century U.21A Modified F.8 to U.21/Aver 196163

Squadron Markings

No specific/7SQNunit markings were applied tRAARVeteors in Korea. However, individual nose art proliferated,
and examples are provided this article On return to Australia, 77SQN provided the 78 Wing formation team with
green/white check markings in %6, and the75SQNY a S (i S 2tédk (atBrdhét year with bright blue markings
Unlike the Citizen Air Force/ampire fighters, the CAF units equipped with Meteqrboth 22 and 23SQH¢
maintained unadorned overall aluminium F.8s and T.7s, apart from a small unit badge (crest) on thé&/nese.
22SQON, ke other CAF units, ceased flying in 1960e¢ of its Meteors were transferred to 38SQN at Richmand
F.8sA77157and-193,and T.7A77-702¢ which featured a stylised red cheat linéongthe length of the fuselage.

Unmanned Meteors

The unmanned U.15/U.16/U.21 drone modified aircraft carried high visibility red and white overall sciamntest
new weapons, a high performance aerial target was required for missile developamahtthis role was tasked to
the Meteor (and later the Cdoerra). The differencesf modelswere:

U.15 ¢ A total of 94 Meteor F.4s were converted to the target role under the designation QA& these were
delivered to the RAF at Llanbedr in Wales, the remaind&/REn Australia.

U.16 ¢ As the nunber of U.15s decrease@1 exRARMeteor F.8s were modified with a similar equipment fit as
the Meteor U.16 (later changed to D.186).

U.21 ¢ Further exRAF F.8s were modified for useWRE Woomeraith specific equipmenas the U.21°

U.21A ¢ In Australial5 exRAAF A7numbered aircraft were modifiedy Fairey Aviatiomt Bankstownwith kits
supplied from Flight Refuelling in UK ottee early 1960sdesignated the U.21KX

While the U.16 and U.21 looked simileine significant differencevasthe latter hadelectronic telemetry equipment
specific to WREt Woomera the U.16(being an exRAF F.8f upgradedwith specific telemetrbecamea U.21 but
whenconverted from an eRAARB W! F.§, ©was a U.21A.



A77-1/ EE42METEOR F.3

Camouflage colours for A7/ were RARstandardday fighteg colours of Ocean Grey and Dark Green, with
lighter Medium Sea Grey undersid@st K S (4by2cm)fighter band around the rear fuselage was Sky. Stang
Fdza St 3S NE d8lR&EmM@ametSTEe/ mc d g KA GS 0SAYyH HNR doyARBED8aM)
diameter Type-C; overwing werén §137.16cmyiameterTypeC Type/ TFTA Y T { (6GI9&cmvidex(whiter]
stipwasH ¢ gandRpé KA IK

Ocean Grey Dark Green Medium Sea Grey
33B/681 33B/677 33B/679

A77-1 was delivered tathe RAAFas EE427 on 7 JUN 1946 for trials by 1 Aircraft Performance Unit (1A
Laverton, and carried both these serial numbers dulitsgRAAF servicdJsed for evaluation assessments a
tropical trials,A771 suffered a heavyanding at Darwin on 14 FEB 194G be writtenoff and broken up on 2!
MAY 1947. A short RAAF career, but it is unigue afirstifet and oursole Meteor F.3The RAIStandard Aircraft
Golours 19391945 are in accordance with the UK Ministry Afrcraft Production(MAP)specified byname and
directed by Air PublicatioA.P2656A of OCT 19#4c before the introduction of Air Publication A.P.1086 store
identification33B/ numberingn 1948 andlater the British StandardS381¢*




A7T7-2] VW410 METEOR T.7

ATT-2, the first production T.7, was delivered to the RAAF as VW410 on 9 NO\ai@5&tained both seria
numbers.Colour scheme for A7Z was the same as the RAAF F.8s serving in Korea VBN Which had become
the RAF standard day fighter colour 19490f overall aluminium¥ligh Speed Silv& { G I Yy Rl NR NI
diameterType-D; and theType5 FAY Ff I a S Id0Ka ORrf 62 daNf BafSvkhyha shortéF. 3MG7AfIR

e ~

gl a 2y ft ePraviguslymirkirgdhd roundelcolours had been referred to by name, but now had identifie

Aluminium Wigh Speed Silvex Roundel Blué? Post OfficRounde) Red
A.P.108633B/ 865 BS381€110 BS381538

A77-2 ®rved at Laverton with 1APU, and crashed on 28 SEPr#5&Voomera at Eve® Fielc?® and was struck
off charge on 6 MAR 195Ih addition, a second T.7 was delivered as-ATi7 1953.

A77-3/ WM262 METEOR NF.11

A77-3 was a Meteor NF.11 received from the UK as WM262 on 25 AUG 1953 and 1AD Laverton commenc
assembly the following month. In DEC 1953-87%as delivered to 1APU Trials Flight (which became Air Trials Unit)
for Blue Boamissile trials, to beagainrenumbered WM262 in MAY 1955. It crashed and was destroyed by fire on
take-off at Mallala on 16 SEP 19%5.




Delivery of Meteors to Korea

l'a y2 2G0KSNJ 2SG FAIKGSNI I ANONY TG 6SNB +F@FAflofS G2
Governmert accepted RAAF advise that36 Meteor F.8s and two T.7 trainers were ordered for delivery in early
19512 The first shipment of Meteorsia Singapore was received at lwakuni in FEB 1951, and 77SQN suspendec
Mustang operations in Korea in APR 1396 return to Iwakunifor re-equipment. All 93 RAAF Meteor F.8®f 94
ordered®) were delivered under three contractéddent orders over 1951 and 185

NPT PSHd - S -
New A77982 with Mustang A68709 at Pusan in early 1951
how the samerectangular stencil serial numberstyle on both Mustangs andMeteors (unique to 91 Wing at
Iwakuni)

1storder (O.1.3276) initial delivery - FEBL951

The first batch of Mete@was tocomprise 36 F.8s and two T.7s, but there had been a mishap in delivery. To achieve
the quick deliveryequired aircraft were flown out from UK to Singapore, then shipped as deck cargo up to Iwakuni
¢ the first delivery was to comprise 16 F.&sd two T.7swhich would then be followed by the remaining 20 F.8s
over the next monthsFirst celiverywason 21 FEB 195When the light carrier HMSVarrior arrived off lwakunibut

there were only 19Vleteor F.& and thetwo trainers?’ On the long ferry from UK durirfgebriary 1951, one F.§
WA935 which had been allocated the RAAF number300Z, disappeared over the Persian GHlf.

1storder, later deliveries¢ MARMAY 1951

The additional deliveries of the meining 20F.8aircraft continued to be ferried to Singapore from .UBh 23 MAR
1951, ten arrived at Iwakuni aboard HMSnicorn with a further tenin MAY 1951¢ which concluded 1951
deliveries. Presumablynfncialaccountingshouldlater have picked upthe undelivered contracted F.8he table
below provides details of this first batgtand the later Meteor orders

t _—

-

Iwakuni Iin-upof 19 MeteorsJUN 1954visible areA77-305, -911and-744) ¢ before the loop antenna mod



77 SQUADRON FIRSMETEORRDER

TELEPHONE No. : CANBERRA 531,
TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS :  PRIMISTER,”" CANBERRA.
CasLE ADDRESS:  KINDLIER," CANBERRA.

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.

PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT,

Canbe rra,

In reply quote No.

7th December, 1950,

POS K
',1’511;

Cabinet was informed by the Minister for Air that

Mustang fighters with which 77 Squadron is now egaipped would
not compare with any Jet aircraft which might be brought
against them and that General Strademeyer had recommended that
they be re-equipped with twin engine jets - NMeteors., He

inted out that the Meteor is a much better aireraft than
2:0 Veampire and is the best British Jet fighter available,
At the moment 36 Meteors plus 4 Meteor trainers can be obtalne:
from England at the rate of 6 aircraft per month ex works
commencing 3 months from the signature of the contract. The
cost would be £2im., It was reported that the Defence Committe:
had endorsed the recommendations,

Cabinet deecided to seek the advice of the Chiefs
of Staff on the question whether they supported the 1
generally or only because of the need for oporatg{ Korea.
The Chiefs of Staff were summoned to attend Cabi at 10
tomor row,

(See notes of 5th Degcember for further
consideration of this subjeet -~
Submission No. 236)

The letter from the PM of 7 DEC 1988gardng the acquisition of 36 Meteor F.8 fighters and four T.7 trainers. The
first order (0.1.3276) would in fact be for only two T.7s initialtywith a further two on the second Meteor order in
1951(0.1.3413. National Archives of Australia 4639/236/27



Order Indent | Delivery Sequence RAAF Serials RAF Serials Details
1st¢O.1.3276 | 1st delivery 15 F.8 and | Sequence F.8 WA782 /| WA956 | 36 F.8s orderechut only35
two T.7 delivered by numbers allocated: deliveredas*A77-300 lost in
HMSWarrior21FEB51 | A77-911, 373, 446, Persian Gulf on ferry UK to
735, 741, 163616, Singaporeplus two T.7s
744, 29, 811, 740, 987
728, 368, 730, 300*
T.7A77-229, 305 WA731/WA732
2nd deliverysixF.8 HMS| A77-231, 128, 15, 189 WA944 / WE911
Unicorn23MAR51 251, 139
3rd delivery 10 F.8 A77949, 734, 959, WA907 / WE918
MAY51 721, 726, 597, 559,
464, 385, 354
4th deliveryfour F.8 A77-17, 510, 316, 31 | WA694 / WE905
HMSUnicorn17JUL51
2ndc0.1.3412 | 1st deliverytwo T.7 on | T.7A77-380, 577 WG974/WG977 | 22 F.8s orderedrunning F.8
SGlenelg22JAN52 total delivered 5T and two
8 HMSUnicornFEB52, | Between A7711 and WA998/WE/WF | more T.7s.
remainderstaggered A77953 [E/EB8 do to WH475 A77-397 delayed on ferry
MARS52APR2 viaBen not specifyorder of through Burma, not receive(
Linemerchant shipping | allocation until MAY.
3rdg0.1.3659 | 1stdelivery 18 F.8 by | A77-851/ A77868 WH405/WK735 | 36 F.8s orderedrunning F.8
HMSUnicorn22AUG52 |02y 4 SOdzi A @ total delivered 93.
block numbers From FEB1952 Wa ONI
2nd delivery 18 F.8 by | A77-869 / A77886 WK727/WK973 | numbers policyNB LI I O §
BritishBen LinegJAN O2yasSodziAx @ ynnQ ydzyo SNA ®
toOCB3 block humbers

Australian Meteors were uniqui@ being fitted with the ARM radio compaskop antennan a clear housing on the
fuselage spiné? The delay in obtaining this equipment for fittimg Iwakunf® meant that restrictions were deemed
necessaryto finally allow operations to commence in JW@51¢ thisrequired at least one aircraft in each formation

to have a radio compass fittesvith a mandatedweather minima(i.e. airfield cloud base and visibili§)Soon after
commencing training on the Meteor at Iwakuni, the Commander of the US Fifth Air Force, MAJ GEN Partridge, fle
FIEYAETAFNRAFGA2Y FEAIKGA Ay (GKS ¢o1 (GKSYy GKS Coy G2
Meteor was ecognised, he considered that by working in conjunction with #86 Sabres of the 4th Fighter Wing
GKFG aGKS aStiS2N) O02dZ R YIF{1S | daAaASTdA O2yGNRodziAzy

TT{vbQad aSiS2NAE ¢S NSIARWULET, andi B firkt dperatibnohdde 29JUL on fighter
sweeps in protection of fighter bombers and escorting bomBétsA NJ O2 Yol 4 GF a1 Ay 3 -A5¢ d a
(flown by Chinese and later established against Russian pilots) soon showed that the Mateoownatch in
combat for the agile Russian fighteiit was hopelessly outclassed at high altitude in thetadair role as the MiG

was superior in speed, rate of climb and manoeuvrabffityleteor operations were subsequently restricted to
bomber and reonnaissance escort and by DEC 1951 largely nugatory runway alert for airfield defence, with n
fighter sweeps over North KoréaA change in the role from JAN 1952 saw the Meteors tasked with rockets for
interdiction and against other ground attack targeaind from MAY 1952 was again tasked with low level protective
fighter sweeps?

A77-2581952¢ at Kimpo with smallerdiameter engine intakesearly metal rear canopynd dorsal antenna



